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7. An associate degree is an option for
you if...?
8. How do you define the term “grant,” as
it relates to financial aid?
9. What is the average student loan debt
in Arkansas? In the U.S.?
10. Which company in Arkansas has two
zero gravity massage chairs for its
employees to enjoy? Which provides
Sonic drinks and coffee each week?
11. Read “What They Pay” on page 86. List
three careers that you have an interest
in and the average salary for each.
12. What do high-end earning linemen
make in Arkansas (the top 10%)?
13. What is a new change to the ACT test
that might benefit students?
14. What is the difference between UX and
UI designers?

19. What career in technology “were you
always meant to have?”
20. What is one way college life has
changed since the pandemic? What
has changed for you?
21. Name three technologies the Arkansas
NEXT staff can’t live without. Then,
share what technology you can’t live
without?
22. In what grade or what year of high
school should you start touring and
applying to colleges?
23. True or false: Arkansas was the second
state to mandate coding education in
schools.
24. Even if it’s “tough,” what should you
really consider when choosing a
college?
25. Fill out the survey card in the back
of this magazine and turn it in with
this assignment to your teacher or
guidance counselor.
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6. What do nurse anesthetists make in
Arkansas?

18. Finish this sentence from Jacob Starks,
a featured cybersecurity professional
in Arkansas: “I spend a lot of the time
thinking like a ________ in order to see
the weak spots in our network.”
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5. What are two perks you hope your
future workplace offers too in the “Best
Places to Work” feature?

17. Which featured young Arkansas tech
professional works in aerospace at
Lockheed Martin, the third biggest
aerospace company in the world.
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4. Find “The Next Level” section and list
the four main higher education paths
featured. Bonus: Find a fifth option
somewhere in the magazine.
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3. What are the top three criteria for job
satisfaction in 2021?

16. What is the estimated number of
people employed in Arkansas’ tech
industry?
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2. What is one cool campus job you’d be
interested in?

15. If you want to achieve a career in
computer programming or software
development, you will need a
bachelor’s degree in _________?
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1. How much of your income should you
use to pay down your student loan
debt each month?
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This activity will help your students discover and digest more of the important
information within Arkansas Next. Have your students complete this hunt
individually or in small groups, and perhaps with a time limit for added fun.

USE NEXT IN YOUR CLASSROOMS
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SHARE A SLIDE PRESENTATION.
Teachers: Create a Google Slide presentation for your students called
“What does your future look like?” Create one blank slide for each student. Then,
share the presentation with the students in your class. Ask each student to create their
own slide(s) to present to their classmates toward the end of the class period. Have them
pick the following using the “What’s Next?” section, the college list and degree directory
in the magazine.

BELL RINGERS
Interactive
Activities

1. Type of higher education they want to pursue after high school
2. Major/degree they want to pursue
3. Job they want to use that degree to pursue
4. Type of lifestyle they hope to lead after achieving Nos. 1, 2 and 3
After 15 to 20 minutes, give each student a chance to do a brief presentation of their slide(s)
to explain what they want to accomplish in the future and why. (Project could be expanded
into full slideshows by each student over the course of two school days.)

22



PLANNING FOR THE COST OF COLLEGE

1. Imagine you have no money for college. There’s no savings
account or parental help. You’re on your own. Now choose
a higher education path with this in mind and think about
how you’ll pay for it. You can apply for financial aid, take
out student loans and/or work part-time jobs to help cover
expenses. You can go for four years, two years or 18 months.
You might pick the military or skilled trades training. Explain
your answer in four to six sentences.
2. Now imagine you have limitless money for college. There’s
nothing holding you back — where do you go and what
do you study? Do you go to graduate school? What’s your
dream job after graduation? Explain your answer in four to
six sentences.
3. Look at both versions and now find a compromise
somewhere in the middle. What path fulfills all your dreams
but with a practical way of paying? Explain your answer in
four to six sentences.



Teachers: Padlet is a digital bulletin board. Use it to pin digital notes with “push pins.” Those
notes can have links, files, images and other multimedia attached to them. Kick off class by
creating a collaborative “What do you know about …?” Padlet. Pose the following questions to
your students and ask them to use Arkansas Next to gather facts and develop opinions.

1. Take the “Pop Quiz: What tech career were you always meant
to have?” to discover which industry is right for you. Based on
your results, flip through the rest of the cover story to get to
know more about the tech industry and related jobs.

Idea 2: Work-life & Careers
• “What are you looking for in a future employer?”
• “What real companies do you think would be
awesome to work for in Arkansas and nationally?”
• “What is your dream boss like?”
• “What kind of perks and benefits are important to
you?”
• “How do you want to feel at your workplace—
respected, well-paid, valued, safe or other?”

Encourage students to add anything they want — personal experiences, GIFs, memes, photos or
videos. As a class, talk through some of the things that the students posted.

Scavenger Hunt: Answer Key

1. Federal guidelines recommend that a minimum of 10% of your income–and a max of 36%–should go toward paying off student loans each month (answer from page
71). 2. Answers will vary from pages 72-73. 3. Being treated with respect; feeling valued by leadership; having a work environment that’s social and supportive (answer from
pages 78-79). 4. Bachelor’s (four-year), associate (two-year), transfer and graduate degrees; bonus for listing certificates, apprenticeship or on-the-job training from Arkansas
NEXT: PROS. 5. Answers will vary from pages 80-85. 6. $167,030 (answer from page 86). 7. You’d like to save money on tuition; you haven’t picked a major yet; you want
to live at home (answer from page 42). 8. A one-time gift of money to students (answer from page 69). 9. $33,525 and $30,030 (answer from page 71). 10. Imageworks
Commercial Interiors; First Service Bank (answer from page 85). 11. Answers will vary from page 86. 12. $94,940 (answer from page 170). 13. The ACT is allowing students
to retake specific portions of the exam without having to sit through all four sections (answer from page 62). 14. Answers will vary from page 33. 15. Software engineering or
computer science (answer from page 32). 16. 56,329 (answer from page 24). 17. Casey Forbess (answer from page 28). 18. “Hacker” (answer from page 35). 19. Answers
will vary based on the results of the “Pop Quiz” on pages 36-37. 20. Answers will vary from pages 54-57 and by each student. 21. Answers will vary from page 12 and by
each student. 22. 11th grade or junior year (answer from page 19). 23. False; it was the first (answer from page 25). 24. Answers will vary from page 58-61. 25. Collect
completed surveys from students.

3. Next, flip to the degree directory at the back of the magazine
to see which schools in Arkansas offer a degree for that career
path; then, list your top three schools offering that degree.



CAREER QUIZ FUN

1. Turn to page 118. Take the career/personality quiz featured on the
page. What career/degree paths were recommended for you?
2. Make a list of the top career recommendations.
3. Write a paragraph about why you think the quiz recommended
these for you and why you would be interested in them (or not).



CALENDAR CHECK

1. Send your students to the “College Countdown” in Arkansas
NEXT. Ask them to review the list.

CREATE A PADLET BOARD.

Idea 1: Technology
• “What career in technology are you most
curious about?”
• “What is one job you’d love to have in the tech
industry?”
• “What are the inventions and technologies you
can’t live without?”
• “Considering tech advancements, what do you
think life will be like in 2071 (in 50 years)?”

2. On a piece of paper, quickly list three traits about yourself that
you think would make you a perfect fit for a tech career. Which
tech career would you like to pursue?

EXPLORING TECH

2. No matter if they’re in eighth grade or a senior, ask them to
find 1-3 things they have started or completed and 1-3 things
they have not done but want to get to soon. Discuss their lists
informally as a class; use this time to suggest to-dos and motivate
them to stay on track for graduation (no matter how far off!).

PROS ACTIVITIES: DISCOVERING THE TECHNICAL ROUTE
PEER REVIEW

INDUSTRIES OF INTEREST

1. Get into groups of four. On a piece
of paper, write down a technical
profession that you think would fit each
of the other three members of your
group based on their personalities and
what you know about them.
2. Take turns sharing which jobs you
imagined for each other and explain
why you thought they’d like these
paths.
3. Now rank the
paths that your
classmates
imagined for
you.

1. Study Arkansas’ booming industries on
pages 108-109 and choose the industry
that appeals to you the most for a career.
In a few words, explain your choice.
2. Next, find that industry section in
Arkansas Next PROS. Read about
the young pros working in that field.
Think about their training, pay and
responsibilities.
3. Now, pretend you want one of their jobs.
Use the magazine to outline a plan of
how you’ll get trained (and where), what
company you want to hire you and a fiveyear plan to grow in the field. Read and
discuss your answers in small groups or
as a class.

READ & SEEK
Give the class 30 minutes to read through
Arkansas Next PROS. Ask them to be on the
lookout for benefits to pursuing a technical
profession. When time is up, go around the
room and ask students what they found. Let
an organic classroom discussion ensue

SECRET CALLING
Ask students to take the quiz on pages 118119. After they calculate their results, ask
them to answer the following questions:
1. What jobs were you matched with?
2. Why do you think you were matched
with them? Do you agree or disagree?
Why?
3. Will you consider one of the jobs
recommended as you plan for life after
high school? Explain your answer.

